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The Riverside County Regional Parks and Open Space District (RivCoParks) continues to be serving 

as the regional leader in outdoor recreation and by improving lives through people, parks, places 

and programs.  hǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ άǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ƻǊ ǊƛŎƘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ wƛǾŜǊǎƛŘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

and provide opportunities for the community to enjoy equitable access throǳƎƘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέ 

remains in the forefront goal of all Parks staff especially now as RivCoParks Staff continues their work on a 

record setting number of infrastructure projects made possible by the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). 

 

This 2023 Comprehensive Plan update builds off the work that began in 2013, updated in 2018 and aligns 

with the data presented in the 2023 Strategic Plan. This document serves as a temporary tool to help us 

work with our community as we begin the journey to create our new Riverside County Regional Park and 

Open Space Long Range Master Plan (RivCoParks LRMP) with an estimated completion of 2025. The 

RivCoParks LRMP will be a comprehensive land use plan that will guide future development with an 

emphasis on sustainable practices and innovative programming to shape the future of outdoor spaces 

within Riverside County. 

 

The 2023 Comprehensive Plan update not only reflects the progress made since 2013 but also aligns 

seamlessly with the 2023 Strategic Plan, laying a foundation for the future.  The commitment to the mission 

of RivCoParks remains unwavering, ensuring that the community continues to benefit from well-preserved 

parks, places, and programs for generations to come. 

 
Respectfully,  

 
 

Kyla Brown, CPRE 

General Manager/Parks Director 
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/ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ tŀǊƪΣ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ tƭŀƴ  

 

LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
 
The intent of the Comprehensive Park, Resources, and Recreation Service Plan (Comprehensive Plan) is to 
build upon the previous District Strategic Plan, and to provide implementation tools to fulfill the 
strategic goals and objectives. Anchoring this plan is the RivCoParks vision and mission. 
 
Vision: Serving our community through thoughtful and sustainable actions to inspire lifelong connections 
with RivCoParks, places, and programs. 
 
Mission Statement: To preserve land with sensitive habitat or rich heritage within Riverside County, and 
provide opportunities for the community to enjoy equitable access through recreation and education. 
 

A. Methodology 
 
The Comprehensive Plan uses the recently completed Strategic Plan as the basis for identifying the 
demographic profile and collection of citizen input and gaining an understanding of the programs and 
services offered by the District. District staff provided additional information and identified challenges 
facing the District. Staff was introduced to the Cost Recovery and Resource Allocation methodology in 
order to develop and understand the philosophy underlying its offerings, pricing, and wise use of tax 
resources. A training on Services Assessment was held, and staff were led through the assessment to 
determine effective provision strategies. Physical amenities and select programs were mapped to 
identify service gaps and determine recommendations for this plan. Historical, cultural, and natural 
resources were identified from a variety of relevant data sources, and a management plan was 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ An overview draft update of the 
plan was presented to the District Advisory Committee in November 2018, and was adopted by the 
committee at that time. The plan consists of three chapters designed to be stand-alone documents for 
use by the District, as appropriate. The chapters are: 
 

District Physical Resources Plan: 
This chapter includes a complete and current inventory of all District-used and/or managed areas, 
facilities, programs, and services. The final inventory documents the system-wide parks and recreation 
infrastructure and land holdings owned and/or managed by the District. The inventory utilizes global 
information systems (GIS). 
 

Recreation Program/Services Plan: 
This chapter makes recommendations for recreation programming, building upon the significant work 
that resulted from ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ Strategic Plan, and interconnected with the recommendations 
made in the District Physical Resources Plan. Demographics, public input, and the program assessment 
were summarized from the Strategic Plan. The Public Sector Services Assessment methodology was 
used ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ the Cost 
Recovery and Resource Allocation Pyramid Model was introduced to help the District align resources 
and services with organizational values, vision, and mission; reflective of community need. Alternative 
providers (e.g. schools, other governmental agencies, for-profit and not-for-profit organizations, etc.) 
and facilities were also inventoried. Lastly, a preliminary Level of Service analysis was conducted to 
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depict current service providers for each program or service and identifies alternative providers in order 
to determine overlapping areas of expertise, facilities, programs, and services as well as gaps in 
coverage. 
 

Historical, Cultural, and Natural Resource Management Plan: 
This chapter includes an inventory of historical, cultural, and natural resources, along with management 
recommendations. The plan addresses the issues, resource-based sites, preservation, education, and 
public awareness through a series of programs and initiatives in keeping with local, State, and Federal 
laws and regulations. 
 

B. Demographics and Trends 
 

Riverside County Population 
Riverside County continues to grow and is the fastest growing county in the state of California (Source: 
California Department of Finance). ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ Ǉƻhe county experienced a significant population boom 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мффлΩǎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀtely 7.6%.  Between 2003 and 2006 the 
County experienced expansion averaging 4.4% of the annual growth rate, which is the highest annual 
ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎΦ  DƻƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ мфтлΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ-based population milestones have increased 
by nearly 428%, (Source: ESRI) these include: 
 

¶ Total of 459,074 in 1970 

¶ Total of 663,166 in 1980 

¶ Total of 1,170,413 in 1990 

¶ Total of 1,558,970 in 2000 

¶ Total of 2,201,562 in 2010 

¶ Total of 2,422,847 in 2020 

 
From 2000 to 2010, the total population grew by the largest cumulative total by adding more than 
607,000 people to the total population (Source: ESRI).  The County of Riverside is expected to continue a 
moderate rate of growth with an average annual growth rate of 1%-2%).  Gender composition has been 
determined to be almost even with estimated 50.3% of the population being female (Source: ESRI). This 
gender composition is projected to remain constant over the next five years. 
 
Mimicking the southern California population composition, Riverside County has a relatively diverse 
population.  According to the 2020 Census, the County has experienced a shift in composition.  The race 
and ethnicity composition of the County is: White (41.2%), Some Other Race Alone (26.4%), Black 
(6.5%), American Indian (1.8%), Asian (7.1%), Pacific Islander (0.3%), and Two or more Races (16.8%).   
The trend of race and ethnic diversification is anticipated to continue in the County over the next five 
years.  The demographic trend for the County notes a continued decline in the white populace, a steady 
increase in the Hispanic populace, a very slow to even growth for the Black, Asian and Pacific Islander 
populace and a slow increase for Other races or Multi-race populace.  The Hispanic populace with nearly 
ƘŀƭŦ όпфΦт҈ύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦ IƛǎǇŀƴƛŎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ǊŀŎŜΦ 
The income characteristics do exhibit below average trends when compared to the state averages. 
However, County income characteristics have displayed steady incremental increases and are projected 



 

Riverside County Regional Parks and Open Space District Page 3 
 

ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŀƴ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǿŀǎ ϷтфΣллл ƛƴ 
2021, up from $76,066 as an average between 2017-2021.  Comparing the County figures to 2021 
Average Current Population Survey (CPS) Estimates:  California state median household income is 
reported to be $91,905, or approximately $12,905 more per year than the Riverside County resident 
median household income.  These numbers compare favorably to the national median household 
income of $74,580. 
 
Population by major age segment demonstrates a strong middle-aged nucleus with a median age of 36.6 
years (2021 U.S. Census Bureau).  {ƛƴŎŜ мффлΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎƛƴƎǳƭŀǊ ŀƎŜ ǎŜƎƳents populace has 
been the 25-34 year, 35-44 year, and 45-54 year age segments.  Although briefly, the second largest 
segment in 2000, each of the other milestone years results in the 25-34 year age segment account for 
the single largest segment in the County. 
 
Current recreation trends that are applicable to the District, support the Vision and Mission, and are 
relevant based on the public input received during the Strategic Plan are provided below. 

 

Outdoor Recreation National Trends  
In the 2023 Strategic Plan, data on new and emerging outdoor recreation trends are reported. In the 
2023 Outdoor Participation Trends Report prepared by The Outdoor Industry Association, the recreation 
participant base has grown more diverse than ever. The following is a summary of their findings: 

¶ Participation has grown consistently over the last eight years and grew by 2.3% in 2022. This 

represents 55% of the US population (ages 6 and older).  

¶ Hispanic participant growth is at 56% in 2022 compared to 34% in 2015. Black outdoor 

recreation participants grew in number of outings per participant, increasing by more than 5% 

and reporting 80.9 outings per participant. 

¶ The LGBTQIA+ community participate in outdoor activities at a higher rate than those that do 

not identify as LGBTQIA+, with 61% participating in outdoor recreation. 

According to the Outdoor Industry Association, hiking is the most popular gateway activity, followed by 
running, bicycling, fishing, and camping as the top 5 activities in 2022. In 2022 alone camping grew 
approximately 22.9% with a total 51.4 million annual campers. Their study also showed 94% of campers 
and 83% of hikers participate in at least one other outdoor recreation activity, confirming their place as 
gateway activities. For youth, the most popular and fastest growing activities include backpacking, 
snowshoeing, canoeing, climbing, and off-road triathlon.  
 

Nature Programming 
In 2017, the National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) sent out a survey to member agencies in 
order to learn more about the programs and facilities that public park and recreation agencies provide 
to connect children and their families with nature. A key survey finding found that the best way an 
agency can connect with youth was by coordinating with local schools for special programming. Special 
programs could include afterschool programs, nature-based field trips, and shared-use agreements for 
school yards.  They survey also found that while there is no lack of relevant opportunities to create 
these types of programs, there are barriers limiting the outreach. Limited staff capacity was listed as the 
number one barrier with 86% of agencies reporting as their number one issue. 
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C. Public Input 
 
A summary of public input from the Strategic Plan is included for reference, and to understand the 
general needs of District residents as they relate to this comprehensive plan. Due to the recent 
completion of that planning effort, no additional public input was included as part of this plan. 
Input was received through key leader meetings, community feedback, and individual surveys.  This 
community input outreach campaign included a combination of individual and small group surveys that 
were conducted by the 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ DǳŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ tƭŀƴƴƛng teams. 
 
Additionally, commission/committee members provided feedback during public meetings and through 
their review of the Work Plans and tactics development process.   
A complete Community Engagement Plan for continued future input from key stakeholders will be 
developed during the implementation of this Strategic Plan. See Section 6.8, Strategic Initiatives, for 
details. 
 
Question: What type of events would you like to see in the county? 
Input: Most District stakeholders requested concerts in the park (58%), movies in the park (47%), water 
play (44%), guided nature walks (39%), and campfire activities (31%) as the top five events they would 
like to see within RivCoParks. The responses also revealed that most stakeholders consider youth 
education and interpretation as a recreation program important and needing expansion because it 
brings great value and should be expanded.  
 

2017 Connecting Youth to Nature Survey by the  National Recreation and Parks Association  
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Relationship to the Comprehensive Plan: The Services Assessment addresses a series of questions, 
some of which are related to community desires. This input helps identify programs the District should 
consider adding, enhancing, or providing through a collaborative effort. In addition, the lack of desire 
may result in a recommendation for divesting.  
 
Question: What are the key issues facing parks, recreation, and open space that should be addressed? 
Input: Several themes emerged as challenges facing park, recreation, and open-space agencies, 
including: 

¶ Employee retention 

¶ Failing/declining infrastructure 

¶ Lack of adequate, reliable funding 

¶ The need for action to address climate impacts, including EV infrastructure 

¶ Changes in the economic climate, including increasing costs, wages, and interest rates 

¶ A growing population with an increasing user base 

¶ Increased expectations/demands from park visitors/customers 

¶ Increased competition 

These items are addressed in the Strategic Plan Update through the of the Strategic Themes, objectives, 
and goals.  
 
Relationship to the Comprehensive Plan: The Comprehensive Plan ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
an emphasis on the District being a leader in providing regional service. The Services Assessment 
portion of the plan gives specific guidance ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŘƛǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ-type services 
and growth for more regional services. All of the tools in the plan will enhance communication. 
 
 

D. Recreation Program Assessment 
 
An analysis of the service lifecycle seeks to create a snapshot of where all the service offerings are 
within their lifecycle and how the District has been performing.  This assessment is not based on 
quantitative data, but instead on the ǎǘŀŦŦΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ service areas.  The following list shows 
the description of the various lifecycle categories.  
 

¶ Introduction stage (New service with modest participation) 

¶ Take off stage (Rapid participation growth) 

¶ Growth stage (Moderate, but consistent participation growth) 

¶ Mature stage (Slow participation growth) 

¶ Saturation stage (Minimal to no participation growth; extreme competition) 

¶ Decline stage (Weakening participation) 

The combined service ƭƛŦŜŎȅŎƭŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘŜŜǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ǎƴŀǇǎƘƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 
offerings.  It is important to populate this with any new services to be added in the upcoming year(s).  
Moreover, it is highly recommended that the staff track the percentage of services in each stage against 
the total services offered. 
 
For best practice systems, the PROS team recommends a maximum percentage of 40% combined in the 
mature, saturated and decline stages.  Also, in any given year at least 10% of all programs should be in 
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the Introduction stage.  This ensures a steady pipeline of new services and ensures that innovation 
continues to be a focus. 
 
This could be done by implementing an annual program/service innovation audit to identify services in 
the Decline stage and reposition or eliminate them then fill those gaps with new services in the 
Introduction stage.  Furthermore, the District could include a performance measure of percentage of the 
total number of new services offered annually as an incentive for more innovation. 
 
 
Figure 1: Program Lifecycle Analysis 
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E. Next Steps/How to Use this Document 
 
A summary and implementation strategies for each of the three main chapters is provided below. Each 
chapter should be reviewed, and an annual report of accomplishments and purposeful changes in 
direction should be documented each year, or as appropriate. Each chapter outlines procedures which 
could be adopted as standard operating procedures for the District. In general, the District phase in 
implementation of processes in each comprehensive plan chapter as standard operating procedure for 
the District. 
 

District Physical Resources Plan 
wƛǾ/ƻ tŀǊƪǎ όά5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέύ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜƳƛ-independent Special District within the Riverside County Government 
system. The District is guided by the following Vision and Mission Statement. 
 
Vision: Serving our community through thoughtful and sustainable actions to inspire lifelong connections 
with RivCoParks, places, and programs. 



 

Riverside County Regional Parks and Open Space District Page 7 
 

 
Mission Statement: To preserve land with sensitive habitat or rich heritage within Riverside County, and 
provide opportunities for the community to enjoy equitable access through recreation and education. 
 
To assist in the attainment of these, this Physical Resources Plan provides a complete and current 
inventory of all Districtπowned and/or managed areas and facilities. The inventory is a GIS-based system 
attributed to identify resource type, recreation service area /programs supported, and physical 
amenities provided. The resources are presented within one of eight categories based on their primary 
function: campgrounds, regional sports parks, cultural/historical, open-space, regional trails, other, and 
planned/proposed projects. A one-page summary of Information on each resource is provided along 
with an aerial-based site map in the Physical Resources Plan. 
 

Recreation Program/Services Plan 
Best practices for the general operations of the District through two new business planning tools. These 
tools each provide a look at current services and programs in order to align sources of funding (taxes as 
well as fees and charges and other alternative funding sources) with a focus on the beneficiaries of the 
services. The Cost Recovery and Resource Allocation Pyramid Model © helps determine to what degree it 
is appropriate to charge fees for services. The Public Sector Services Assessment Model © considers 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ mission and capabilities. 
Although these tools provide a point in time assessment of current recreation programming and 
operations, each is also designed as an ongoing business practice tool to be used regularly for evaluation 
of current and potential new services and programs. 
 
A preliminary Level of Service analysis was completed for each of the Recreation Program/Service Areas 
identified within the Services Assessment Matrix. 
 

Affirm Market Position: Camping Facility Rentals 
Advance Market Position: Retail/Concessions Facility/Rentals, and Non-District Events 
Complementary Development: Regional Trails/Trails 
Core Services: Park Management (Day Use), Fishing/Boating, Interpretation/Education, and Open-
Space Management 
Collaborate or Divest: Land Management and District Events 

 
The analysis utilizes a GIS-based process to assess the population within various distances of each asset 
category based on 2010 Census Tract data. The population served is compared to the overall population 
of Riverside County and service gaps and redundancies are visually identified. 
 

Historical, Cultural, and Natural Resource Management Plan 
!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ wƛǾŜǊǎƛŘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ Strategic Plan adopted in 2023, the District manages its diverse resources 
through the following mission: 
 

The Mission of the Park District to preserve land with sensitive habitat or rich heritage within 
Riverside County and provide opportunities for the community to enjoy equitable access through 
recreation and education.  

 
To fulfill this mission the District has adopted this Historical, Natural, and Cultural Resources Plan 
outlines steps necessary to protect, interpret, and conserve these resources in a manner intended to 
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balance resource preservation with priorities for and active use. Somewhat broadly defined, the types of 
resources addressed by this plan are: 

¶ Historical resources, including structures and other built environments of the Spanish, Mexican, 
and Early American Periods which are either listed or eligible for listing in the National Register 
ƻŦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ tƭŀŎŜǎ όάbwItέύ ƻǊ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ όά/wIwέύ 

¶ Traditional resources, including lands or places of cultural importance to, or considered sacred 
by, a traditional group such as Native American tribe and which are either listed or eligible for 
listing in the NRHP or CRHR 

¶ Archaeological resources, including the physical remains of human activity in prehistory or early 
history (e.g., Native American village sites, Spanish Colonial sites) and human remains 

¶ Paleontological resources, including extinct plant and animal fossils, and fossiliferous deposits of 
scientific interest 

¶ Natural resources, including waters and wetlands, native plant communities, and the habitats 
for endangered, threatened, or otherwise special status plant and animal species 

 
This plan outlines the types of cultural resources investigations that will be needed for the District to 
plan, implement, and complete future undertakings which will involve ground disturbing activities; 
survey, resource significance evaluation, and impacts significance analysis; and preservation and impacts 
mitigation. This plan also outlines the types of paleontological resources investigations that will be 
needed for the District to plan, implement, and complete future undertakings which will involve ground 
disturbing activities; survey, resource significance evaluation, and impacts significance analysis; and 
preservation and impacts mitigation. Finally, this plan cites specific compliance requirements for 
potential adverse effects on significant natural resources. 
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/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ мΥ tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ tƭŀƴ 
 

A. Introduction 
The Riverside County Regional Park and Open-{ǇŀŎŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ όά5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέύ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜƳƛ-independent Special 
District within the Riverside County Government system. The District is guided by the following Vision 
and Mission Statement. 
 
Vision: Serving our community through thoughtful and sustainable actions to inspire lifelong connections 
with RivCoParks, places, and programs. 
 
Mission Statement: To preserve land with sensitive habitat or rich heritage within Riverside County, and 
provide opportunities for the community to enjoy equitable access through recreation and education. 
 
To assist in the attainment of these, this Physical Resources Plan has been prepared to provide a 
complete and current inventory of all Districtπowned and/or managed areas and facilities. 

 
B. Current Asset Categories 
 
As of December 2023, the District owns or manages regionally-focused park and open-space lands and 
manages lands its partnership with the Riverside Conservation Authority (RCA) for the Western Riverside 
County Multi-Species Habitat Conservation Plan for a total of 102,581 managed acres (RCA lands are not 
inventoried as a part of this Plan). District holdings have been categorized utilizing two different 
methods. The first assess which of the following recreational program or services are offered: camping 
facility rentals; retail, concessions, and facility rentals; non-District events; trails; park management (day 
use); fishing/boating; interpretive/education; open space management; land management; District 
events; . Under this categorization, each land holding may be included in more than one category. For 
the purposes of this inventory, a second method of categorization has been utilized. Each and holding 
has been categorized by its primary function: campground, regional sports park, cultural/historical, open 
space, and other. Two additional inventory categories are also included ς regional trails and 
planned/proposed projects, even though no current land holdings are associated with them. Both 
methods of categorization are shown in Table 4. 
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Table 1: Asset Categorization Matrix 
 

Park or Facility 
Name  

Inventory 
Category 

Campi
ng 
Facilit
y 
Rental
s 

Retail/ 
Concessi
ons 
Facility 
Rentals 

Non-
District 
Events 

Trails 

Park 
Managem
ent (Day 
Use) 

Fishi
ng/ 
Boati
ng 

Interpretati
ve 
/Education 

Open 
Space 
Manage
ment 

Land 
Managem
ent 

District 
Events 

Box Springs 
Mountain Park 

Open-
Space       x x     x x   

Bowes Ranch 
Property  

Other   x   x             
Crestmore Manor Other   x x             x 
Devilôs Garden 
Preserve  

Open-
Space               x x   

Double Butte 
Park  

Open-
Space               x x   

Dow and Oak 
Valley Preserve 

Open-
Space               x x   

Fish Traps 
Archeological 
Site  

Cultural/H
istorical                x x   

Gilman Historic 
Ranch 

Cultural/H
istorical       x x   x       

Harford Springs 
Park 

Open-
Space       x       x x   

Hidden Valley 
Wildlife Area 

Open-
Space     x x x   x x x   

Hurkey Creek 
Park 

Campgro
und x   x x x     x x   

Idyllwild Park and 
Nature Center 

Campgro
und x   x x x   x x x   

Iodine Springs 
Reserve 

Open-
Space                x x   

Jensen-Alvarado 
Historic Ranch 
and Museum 

Cultural/H
istorical     x       x   x   

Johnson Ranch 
Open-
Space               x x   

Kabian Park 
Open-
Space       x x     x x   

Lake Cahuilla 
Recreation Area 

Campgro
und x   x x x x         

Lake Skinner 
Recreation Area 

Campgro
und x x x x x x x x x x 

Lawler Lodge 
and Alpine Camp 

Campgro
und x   x   x       x   

Mayflower Park 
Campgro
und x x x x x x x   x   

Maze Stone Park 
Cultural/H
istorical               x    

McCall Memorial 
Equestrian 
Campground 

Campgro
und x   x x x       x   

McIntyre Park 
Campgro
und x x       x         

Miller Park Other                  x   
Mockingbird 
Canyon 
Archeological 
Site  

Cultural/H
istorical 

      x       x x   
Multi-Species 
Reserve 

Open-
Space       x     x x x   
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Prado Park and 
Crossroads 
Riverview  

Other 
  x x   x           

PVID Fishing 
Access Prado 
Park and 
Crossroads 
Riverview Park  

Other 

          x         
Rancho Jurupa 
Park PVID 
Fishing Access 

Campgro
und; 
Other x x x x x x     x   

Rancho Jurupa 
Regional Sports 
Park  

Campgro
und; 
Other   x x               

San Jacinto River 
SBKR Site 

Open-
Space                 x x 

San Timoteo 
Canyon 
Conservation 
Area 

Open-
Space 

            x   x   
San Timoteo 
Canyon 
Schoolhouse 

Cultural/H
istorical     x x     x x x   

SAR Regional 
Park/ Louis 
Robidoux Nature 
Center 

Open-
Space  

              x x   
SAR Wetlands 
Mitigation Bank 

Open-
Space      x x x   x x x   

Santa Rosa 
Plateau 
Ecological 
Reserve  

Open-
Space  

      x       x x   
Santa Rosa 
Plateau Sylvan 
Meadows Unit 

Open-
Space                x x   

Stoufer Property 
Open-
Space                 x   

Trujillo Adobe 
Park  

Cultural/H
istorical               x x   

Valley Hi Oak 
Park 

Open-
Space               x x   

Warmington 
Mitigation Site  

Open-
Space               x x   

 
 
 

C. Inventory 
The inventory sheets denote the facilities names, approximate acreage, site address, ownership type, 
site operator, site status, date constructed, seasonal availability, facilities/amenities provided, known 
deficiencies, a brief narrative of the programs and services offered, and an overall site map. A table 
listing the legal parcels associated with each asset is provided at the end of the chapter. 
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Asset Category: Campgrounds 
 
Campgrounds 
Any District park which has camping sites (tent or RV) available for use is classified as a Campground. 
There are 9 ŎŀƳǇƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇκƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǎƛȊŜ Ŧrom 1,526 acres to 
22 acres. Typical facilities of District campgrounds include restrooms, showers, picnic areas, and hiking 
trails, in addition to tent sites or RV hook-ups. All campgrounds are able to accommodate special events, 
and five campgrounds provide group campsites.  

 
The County offers an array of camping facilities to meet a variety of recreational needs. The 
campgrounds have many different characteristics and amenities to choose from. Campground settings 
are from wilderness to modern day camping with Wi-Fi and cable. Additional amenities at each site may 
include: day use areas, concessions, rentals, fishing, boating, hiking, interpretative or educational areas, 
splash pads, miniature golf, picnicking, and horseback riding. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



 

 

 
Figure 2: Camping Facility Rental Location
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Hurkey Creek Park 

 

Approximate Acreage: 59 
Location: 56375 Highway 74, Mountain Center, 
CA 92561 
APN(s): 568070011, 568070014, 568070016, 
568070018 
Ownership: District 
Operator: District 
Status: Developed 
Constructed: 1925 
Season: Open All Year 

Hurkey Creek Park 

 
Facilities: 

¶ Tent Camping 6 

¶ RV Camping 124 

¶ Group Camping 5 loops 

¶ Amphitheater 

¶ Special Events 

¶ Hiking Trails 

¶ Mountain Biking Trails 

¶ Equestrian Trails (No Equestrian staging 
or camping) 

¶ Restrooms/Showers 

¶ Playground 

¶ Picnic Areas 

¶ Open Pasture/Playfield Field 

 
Number of Campsites: 130 (RV sites also accommodate tent camping) 
 
Deficiencies: Campgrounds require renovations to upgrade RV sites and restroom facilities. An ADA 
Accessibility Survey was completed in 2018. 
 
Comments: Hurkey Creek is a popular destination for hiking and mountain biking enthusiasts and hosts 
mountain biking competitions each year. Though trails are limited within the park, Hurkey Creek Trail 
leads out the back of the park into USFS public land and other trails are a short ride or drive away. Many 
trails enter National Forest Wilderness, where a permit is required. USFS public land adjoins the park to 
the north, west, and south. An equestrian trail that runs along the perimeter of the park connects with 
McCall Equestrian Campground less than five miles away. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ǊǳǎǘƛŎ ōǳǘ well maintained campground offers 130 individual campsites for overnight or 
extended stays of up to 14 days, as well as large group camping areas in five separate loops that can 
accommodate 80-100 campers each. Popular activities for both campers and day-use guests include 
picnicking, BBQ, hiking, biking, and bird-watching. The meadow offers a large area for outdoor games or 
group gatherings. For the younger set, there is a fun modern playground. Lake Hemet is approximately 
one-mile away and provides fishing opportunities.  
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Figure 3: Hurkey Creek 
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Idyllwild Park 

 

Approximate Acreage: 202 
Location: 54000 Riverside County Playground 
Road, Idyllwild, CA 92549 
APN(s): 560020005, 560020006, 560140011, 
560140012, 561020012, 561020029, 561031018 
Ownership: District 
Operator: District 
Status: Developed 
Constructed: 1921 
Season: Open All Year 

Idyllwild Park Campsite 

 
Facilities: 

¶ Tent Camping (water only) 

¶ RV Camping (water spigots; no 
hookups) 

¶ Handicap Site 

¶ Special Events 

¶ Hiking Trails 

¶ BBQ and Fire Ring 

¶ Nature Trails 

¶ Restrooms/Showers  

¶ Picnic Areas 

¶ Nature Center  

 

 
Number of Campsites: 96 

Deficiencies: Campgrounds require renovations to upgrade RV sites and entry/roadways. An ADA 
Accessibility Survey was completed in 2018. An Environmental Impact Review is recommended to 
determine usability of the pasture and associated amphitheater. In addition, the amphitheater requires 
complete renovation. The park is subject to seasonal water quality issues. 

Comments: At an elevation of approximately 5,300 ft., LŘȅƭƭǿƛƭŘ tŀǊƪΩǎ Řŀȅ ǳǎŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀ ǎƘŀŘŜŘ 
meadow for picnicking and group outings, serving as a pleasant base for hikers, climbers, and explorers. 
Guests may hike any of the five trails that offer breathtaking scenery and panoramic views, some 
providing direct access to the Idyllwild Nature Center. For more adventurous outdoor enthusiasts, 
enormous granite boulders offer some of the best rock climbing challenges around. Fishing 
opportunities for both casual and dedicated anglers are offered at nearby Lake Fulmor and Lake Hemet. 
Lƴ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΣ ǎƴƻǿ ǎƭŜŘŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ǊǳǎǘƛŎ ŎŀƳǇƎǊƻǳƴŘ Ƙŀǎ 
88 campsites, each with a fire ring and picnic table, as well as close proximity to restrooms and showers. 
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Figure 4: Idyllwild Park 
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Lake Cahuilla Recreation Area 

 
Lake Cahuilla Recreation Area 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Approximate Acreage: 710 
Location: 58-075 Jefferson St., La Quinta, CA  
APN(s): 762010001, 762010008, 762040009, 
766060004, 762010002, 762040001, 762040010, 
766060005, 762010003, 762040002, 762040011, 
766060006, 762010004, 762040003,762040012, 
766060007, 762010005, 762040006, 766010001, 
775010003, 762010006, 762040007, 766050001, 
915060010, 762010007, 762040008, 766060003 
Ownership: Coachella Valley Water District Bureau of 
Land Management, and the District  
Operator: District 
Status: Developed 
Constructed: 1960s/70s 
Season: Open All Year with seasonal operation 
of Friday through Monday only from May to 
September due to the extreme summer heat. 
 

Facilities: 

¶ Tent Camping (electric/water) 

¶ RV Camping (electric/water) 

¶ Group Camping 

¶ Primitive Camping (self contained) 

¶ Handicap Site 

¶ Dumping Station 

¶ Barbeques 

¶ Special Events 

¶ Hiking Trails 

¶ Equestrian Trail access 

¶ Biking Trail and Mountain Biking Trail 
access 

¶ Restrooms 

¶ Showers 

¶ Playground 

¶ Fishing 

¶ Swimming Lagoon (zero depth, walk-in) 

¶ Equestrian Camping/Water Trough 

¶ Picnic Areas 

Number of Campsites: 71 RV/Tent sites 20 Equestrian Camp 

Deficiencies: Campgrounds require renovations to upgrade RV sites and restroom facilities. Swim lagoon 
requires annual resurfacing. Renovation of the lagoon is needed. An ADA Accessibility Survey was 
completed in 2018. 

Comments: Lake Cahuilla Recreation Area is a stunning park situated at the base of the Santa Rosa 
Mountains. It is located six miles South East of Old Town La Quinta and offers a delightful experience in 
the Coachella Valley. Lake Cahuilla is set in the midst of expansive lawns and picturesque mountaintops 
making it a spectacular destination. 
 
Lake Cahuilla is the ideal nature getaway with 91 individual and group campsites near the gorgeous 
Santa Rosa Mountains. It is an easy destination for anyone looking to quickly escape the city life and 
become immersed in unparalleled views and all the outdoor activities available. Fun-filled fishing in the 
135 acre lake, hiking and horseback trails nearby, and a cooling swimming pool are just a few of the 
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great adventures campers can experience. Open grass areas with picnic tables and barbeques are 
splendid for special events from company gatherings to birthday parties.  
 
Lake Cahuilla no longer accepts any type of watercraft on the lake. Swimming is also not allowed. 
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Figure 5: Lake Cahuilla Recreation Area 
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Lake Skinner Recreation Area 

Lake Skinner Marina 

 

Approximate Acreage: 1,526 
Location: 37701 Warren Road, Winchester, CA 
92526 
APN(s): 915020001, 964040002, 964040005, 
964070006, 915030006, 964040003, 964070001, 
964070007, 915030008, 964040004, 964070004 
Ownership: Metropolitan Water District. 
District 
Operator: District 
Status: Developed 
Constructed: 1976 
Season: Open All Year 

Facilities: 

¶ Tent Camping 

¶ RV Camping (full hook up and partial 
hook up) 

¶ Group Camping 

¶ Handicap Site 

¶ Dumping Station 

¶ Gas/Fuel, Store 

¶ Amphitheater 

¶ Special Events 

¶ Boating 

¶ Boat Launches 

¶ Hiking, Biking, and Equestrian Trails 

¶ Restrooms/Showers 

¶ Playground 

¶ Fishing With Cleaning Stations 

¶ Splash Pad 

¶ Environmental Education programs 

¶ Open Pasture/Field  

¶ Picnic Areas Day-Use 

¶ Laundry  

Number of Campsites: 184 full hookςup. 59 partial hook-up. 

Deficiencies: Campgrounds require renovations to upgrade RV sites and solid waste disposal system. An 
ADA Accessibility Survey was completed in 2018. 

Comments: Lake Skinner is operated by the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California. Supplied 
by the Colorado River through the Colorado River Aqueduct and the State Water Project, the lake feeds 
the Robert A. Skinner filtration plant, and in turn supplies water to many residents of Southern 
California. 
 
The Park is just a few miles from the communities of Temecula, Murrieta, Wildomar, and Menifee. Lake 
Skinner provides a place to enjoy many outdoor activities including camping, birding, hiking, horseback 
riding, and sailing; however, its biggest attraction is the fishing. The lake is home to striped bass, 
largemouth bass, carp, and bluegill year round. The District also stocks catfish in the summer and trout 
in the winter. Boating is allowed on the lake with a few restrictions and the park offers boat rentals at 
the lakes marina. The Park also offers a brand new amphitheater alongside a newly installed splash pad. 
Rocky Mountain Recreation Company provides management services to Lake Skinner Park, including 
maintenance and management of the marinas, and camp store. Lake Skinner Recreation Area is host to 
a number of large-scale special events, including the annual Solar Cup and the Temecula Balloon and 
Wine Festival each May and June. 
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Figure 6: Lake Skinner Recreation Area 
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Lawler Lodge and Alpine Cabins 

 

Approximate Acreage: 80 
Location: 19751 Hwy 243, Idyllwild, CA 92549 
APN(s): 556270003, 556270004, 556270005, 
556270006 
Ownership: District 
Operator: District 
Status: Developed 
Constructed: Lodge - 1919, Cabins - 1960 
Season: Open All Year Reservation Only  

Cabin at Lawler Alpine 

 

Facilities: 

¶ Lawler Lodge 

¶ Lawler Overflow Lodge 

¶ Lawler Scout House 

¶ Alpine cabins (6) 

¶ Alpine Community Building with commercial Kitchen 

¶ Hiking Trails 

¶ Restrooms (Lawler in Lodge/Alpine Separate Structure) 

¶ Showers (Lawler in Lodge/Alpine Separate Structure) 

¶ Alpine Small Pasture/Field  
 
Deficiencies:  
Original Complex: !ƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎκǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ άŎƻǎƳŜǘƛŎέ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎΦ ²ŀǘŜǊ 
and sewer infrastructure requires improvements. An ADA Accessibility Survey was completed in 2018. 

Alpine Camp: Buildings require renovation and cosmetic repairs, including the restroom/shower 
facilities. An ADA Accessibility Survey was completed in 2018.  

Comments: Lawler Lodge & Lawler Alpine Cabins, situated eight miles north of Idyllwild on Highway 243, 
is a reservation-only group camping facility ideal for hosting any group camping retreat or event. Open 
year-round, the lodge and cabins can accommodate up to 126 people (in one large group or two 
separate groups) at the same time. 
 
The lodge was designed and constructed by the same contractor who built Yosemite Lodge in Yosemite 
National Park in 1916. In 1954, the lodge was donated to the county by U.S. Attorney General, Oscar 
Lawler, to be used primarily by youth groups to άΧƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ opportunity to experience an outdoor life, 
ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΧέ {ƘƻǊǘƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊΣ ул ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ 
developed to create the adjoining Lawler Alpine Cabins. 
 
Set amid the beautiful San Jacinto mountain landscape, Lawler Lodge has an annex with bunk rooms, 
restrooms, fireplace, commercial kitchen and a large deck overlooking the creek. Lawler Alpine has six 
cabins that can house up to 10 people each. The compound has a commercial kitchen, community room, 
and stand-alone restrooms and showers. A modest sized field is located nearby, where outdoor 
activities or games can be conducted. 
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Figure 7: Lawler Lodge and Alpine Cabins 
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Mayflower Park 

Campsite at Mayflower Park 

 

Approximate Acreage: 82 
Location: 4980 Colorado River Road, Blythe, 
CA 92225 
APN(s): 833070003, 8330700, 833070006 
833070008, 833070010  
Ownership: District 
Operator: District 
Status: Developed 
Constructed: 1957 
Season: Open All Year 
 
 
 

 
 

Facilities: 

¶ Tent Camping (water only) 

¶ Primitive Camping 

¶ RV Camping (Full hook-ups Limited 
Most Partial Water/Electric) 

¶ Natural Lagoon/Wetland 

¶ Handicap Site 

¶ Dumping Station 

¶ Barbeques 

¶ Special Events 

¶ Shade Shelters 

¶ Boat Launch 

¶ Boating 

¶ Restrooms/shower 

¶ Fishing 

¶ Picnic Areas Day-use 

¶ Shuffleboard, horseshoes, lawn bowling 

¶ Store (Limited) 

¶ Dry Storage 

¶ New Maintenance Facility 

¶ Open Field Turf 
 

 
Number of Campsites: 179 (19 Tent, 152 RV, Primitive Area) 
 
Deficiencies: Campgrounds require improvements of RV sites (specifically electricity and sewer 
infrastructure). Restroom/shower buildings require complete renovation. Access to the river could be 
expanded/enhanced. An ADA Accessibility Survey was completed in 2018. Phased expansion and 
improvements are planned pending funding. 
 
Comments: Mayflower Park is located along the Colorado River, 25 miles west of Quartzsite Arizona. 
Mayflower Park offers numerous water and land activities. 
 
Mayflower Park includes fishing, picnic and barbecue areas. The Park also has magnificent day and 
overnight use with 152 RV sites with water and utilities, as well as 27 additional dry camping sites. 
As of 2011, $3.1 million in improvements have been made at Mayflower Park. Improvements include: a 
new entrance kiosk, a new maintenance building, new paving, expanded RV storage area, three shade 
structures, a new potable water well, and a new electrical feed to the park.  
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Figure 8: Mayflower Park 
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McCall Memorial Equestrian Park 

 
Equestrian Water Trough, McCall Memorial Park 

Approximate Acreage: 88 
Location: 28500 McCall Park Road, Mountain 
Center, CA 92561 
APN(s): 557070020, 557080009, 557080015, 
557090007 
Ownership: District 
Operator: District 
Status: Developed 
Constructed: 1948 
Season: Open All Year (seasonal amenities, see 
below) 

 

Facilities: 

¶ Camping -Non Equestrian (12, Water 
only) 

¶ Tent/ Self-contained RV and Corral 
Camping Sites (22) 

¶ Corrals (34 Shared water source) 

¶ Barbeques 

¶ Special Events 

¶ Equestrian Trails (access) 

¶ Mountain Biking and Hiking Trails 
(access) 

¶ Restrooms/Showers (April-November) 

¶ Picnic Areas 
 
Number of Campsites: 68 
 

Deficiencies: Water quality issues currently exist and the well requires replacement. Site electrical could 
be improved. 
 
Comments: McCall Memorial Equestrian Park, located four miles south of Idyllwild, CA, and one-quarter 
mile west of Mountain Center off Highway 74, is an 88-acre mountain park designated specifically for 
equestrian camping and trail riding. Originally known as Mountain Center Park, it was renamed in 1964 
to McCall Memorial Park in honor of former 5th District Supervisor, Fred McCall, who was an avid 
equestrian throughout his life and relentlessly supported local equestrian groups and culture. 
 
Situated at an elevation of 4,400 feet and surrounded by the San Bernardino National Forest, McCall 
Park provides access to several excellent trails that meander through tall pine trees, open meadows, and 
past seasonal streams, affording breathtaking views of the San Jacinto Mountains, gentle flatlands, and 
rolling hills as well as the rock-strewn peaks that tower above Idyllwild. A short trailer ride will take you 
to Humber Park and the gateway to the San Jacinto High Country. Trails from McCall Park and Idyllwild 
also connect to the Pacific Crest Trails, although several trails are more challenging for horse and rider. 
The subalpine fir and pine forests of the higher elevations present riders with a stark contrast to the 
manzanita and chaparral in the valley below. 
 
This park provides opportunities for small parties or large groups to meet for day rides or overnight 
events, with excellent accommodations for horses and riders including 53 corrals, barbecue and picnic 
facilities, and plenty of space for camping. Clean modern restrooms with hot showers (April ς 
November) are located within the park. While McCall is open year round for equestrians who wish to 
enjoy the changing seasons or ride in the snow, park facilities are non-operational during the winter 
(self-contained camping only, December through March) as water is only available at a single spigot near 
the office.  
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Figure 9: McCall Park 
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McIntyre Park 

 

Approximate Acreage: 27 
Location: 8750 E. 26th Ave, Blythe, CA 92225 
APN(s): 875202003 
Ownership: District 
Operator: Destiny McIntyre Resorts 
Status: Developed 
Constructed: 1967 
Season: Open All Year 

McIntyre Park 

 
Facilities: 

¶ Tent Camping 

¶ RV Camping (Full hook-ups) 

¶ Group Camping 

¶ Gas/Fuel 

¶ Dumping Station 

¶ Restrooms

 
Number of Campsites: 300 
 
Deficiencies: None known. 
 
Comments: Destiny McIntyre Resorts, also known as McIntyre Park, is located in Blythe, California on 
the Colorado River. Destiny McIntyre Resorts provide management and maintenance services to RV 
sites, boat ramps, swimming lagoons, on-site convenience stores, boat fuel or propane, and shaded 
picnic and activity areas. 
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Figure 10: McIntyre Park 
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Rancho Jurupa Park 

 

Approximate Acreage: 350 
Location: 4800 Crestmore Road, Riverside, CA 
92509 
APN(s): 181202003, 181202004, 181202020, 
181202021, 181220005, 181220006, 
181230021, 186270003 
Ownership: District 
Operator: District 
Status: Developed 
Constructed: 1970 
Season: Open All Year 

Campsites at Rancho Jurupa Park 
 

Facilities: 

¶ Tent Camping 

¶ RV Camping (61 Full hook-ups w/WiFi, 
80 Partial Hook Ups) 

¶ Cabin (1 ADA Access) 

¶ Handicap Sites 

¶ Dumping Station 

¶ Laundry 

¶ Special Events 

¶ Equestrian, Hiking and Biking Trails 

¶ Store 

¶ Restrooms/Showers Campgrounds 

¶ Day Use Area 

¶ Restooms (Day-use) 

¶ Playground (2) ADA Compliant 

¶ Fishing lakes (2 Stocked) 

¶ Fishing ADA Access 

¶ Splash pad 

¶ Picnic Areas 

¶ Pasture/ Field  

¶ Disc Golf 

¶ Mini Golf 

 
Number of Campsites: 141 
 

Deficiencies: Phased improvements have been made to the park as recently as 2017. Completion of 
landscaping improvements along the perimeter campsites at Cottonwood Campground is 
recommended. An ADA Accessibility Survey was completed in 2018. 
 

Comments: A favorite destination of campers and anglers from all over the country as well as local 
residents, Rancho Jurupa Park is situated along the Santa Ana River and located behind Mt. Rubidoux 
just west of downtown Riverside. This popular award-winning regional park boasts a natural semi-rural 
setting of shady cottonwood trees, graceful meadows, and two 3-acre lakes. 
 
Visitors to Rancho Jurupa Park enjoy recreational area with many amenities. Activities include a splash 
ǇŀŘ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǇƭŀȅΣ ŀ ǊƻŎƪ ŎƭƛƳōƛƴƎ ǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ƎƻƭŦΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘƛǎŎ ƎƻƭŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ wŀƴŎƘƻ WǳǊǳǇŀΩǎ 
lakes, regularly stocked with trout during the colder seasons and catfish in the warmer months, provide 
excellent fishing opportunities, including a popular annual trout fishing derby held in January. Trails lead 
to countless hiking and biking adventures, including access to the Santa Ana River Trail and a one-mile 
trek to the Louis Robidoux Nature Center. 
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For overnight or extended stays, guests can choose from two great campgrounds that suit the needs of 
tent and RV campers alike. Lakeview Campground (nearest the lakes and a popular camping spot for 
both RV and tent campers) features mature shade trees and all the charms of a classic family 
campground. Cottonwood Campground is a state-of-the-art RV campground designed to meet the more 
sophisticated needs of RV-lifestyle campers, providing all the modern conveniences such as laundry 
facilities, cable, and Wi-Fi access. In addition, new rental cabins offer comfort and convenience while still 
providing access to the great outdoors.  
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Figure 11: Rancho Jurupa Park 
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Asset Category: Cultural/Historical 
 
Cultural/Historical 
This category includes any District property of which the primary focus is to preserve a resource of 
cultural or historical value. Generally, historical or cultural resources include historic properties (as listed 
or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places), older properties that may have cultural value (but 
may or may not be eligible for the National Register), historic properties that have cultural value beyond 
their historicity, Native American graves and cultural items, cultural use of natural resources, museum 
collections, religious sites, or others. There are four District properties classified as Cultural/Historical 
Parks: Gilman Historic Ranch, Jenson-Alvarado Historic Ranch and Museum, Trujillo Adobe Park, and the 
San Timoteo Canyon Schoolhouse. The Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Preserve also contains adobe 
structures of cultural/historical value; however, since the majority of the Preserve acreage is devoted to 
habitat protection, the asset has been categorized under Open-Space. 
 
The District owns and manages eight Cultural or Historic resource sites throughout the County. Some of 
these are open to the public and offer educational and interpretive programs, while others remain 
closed to the public to protect the resources. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 



 

 

Figure 16: Cultural/Historical Asset Locations
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Fish Traps Archeological Site 
 
Approximate Acreage: 208 
Location: Southwest of La Quinta, at the corner 
of Avenue 66 and Monroe Street. 
APN(s): 753140017, 753140025, 
753140030,753140032 
Ownership: District 
Operator: District 
Status: Closed to the General Public. Access 
Granted by appointment.

 
Fish Traps Archeological Site 

 
Facilities/Programs: 

¶ None 
 
Topography: Principally steep desert mountains and canyons. 
 
Vegetation: The rocky slopes support little vegetation, whereas the lower areas are dominated by 
cheesebush, creosote bush, and burro bush.  
 
Comments: This site contains the remains of fish traps used by Native Americans. Flood control levees 
make it difficult to access this site, except cross-county on foot or with the use of OHVs. Development is 
progressing rapidly to the east of the levee. 
 
Principal issues: Some OHV activity, some vandalism, illegal dumping. Site security. 
 
Deficiencies: Cultural Resource Analysis and Management Plan 
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Figure 17: Fish Traps Archeological Site 
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Gilman Historic Ranch 
Approximate Acreage: 126 
Location: 1901 West Wilson St., Banning, CA 92220 
APN(s): 535060008, 535070018, 535070023, 
535070038 
Ownership: District 
Operator: District 
Status: Developed 
 
Entrance to Gilman Historic Ranch 
 

Facilities/Programs: 

¶ Museum (2 Wagon and Residence) 

¶ Programs and Classes 

¶ Tours 

¶ Native Plant Garden 

¶ Picnic Areas and Barbeques 

¶ Nature/Hiking Trails 

¶ Nature Study (Birding) 
 

Hours: Open to the public every 2nd and 4th Saturday 10:00am ς 4:00pm. Fridays, school tours by 
appointment only 9:00am ς 12:00pm, Public hours 12:00pm ς 4:00pm.  Appointments required for school 
programs. 
 

Fees: Yes 
 

Deficiencies: Cultural Resource Analysis and Management Plan for Historic core 
 

Comments: The Gilman Historic Ranch and Wagon Museum preserves, interprets the late 1800s history of 
California, from the Cahuilla Indians to the exploration and settlement of southern California and the San 
Gorgonio Pass, including the homestead ranch of James Marshall Gilman.  
 

The ranch has authentic sheds that were used for olive curing, storing milk, and housing a carriage; the 
ruins of the Jose Pope Adobe house, which was used by the GilmanΩs; and a replica of the Gilman family 
Victorian style ranch house. The house is operated as a museum of items originally owned by the 
GilmanΩs, family photographs, and various other household items of the era. 
 

Picnic tables and barbeque grills are shaded by olive trees that were planted by the GilmanΩs over 100 
years ago and are bordered by a green lawn to play or picnic on, making it an ideal setting to relax. 
Scattered across the lawn are a variety of fruit and nut trees for the visitor to experience. This includes 
olives, white figs, black figs, plums, apricots, blood oranges, navel oranges, tangerines, walnuts, 
persimmons, pomegranates, lemons, and grapefruit. Nearby are short hiking trails that give incredible 
views of the Banning Pass. A creek that runs year-round is a very short distance away, which wildlife like 
deer, bears, coyotes, and bobcats drink from. 
 

The Ranch also has a museum that displays a collection of authentic wagons, including an overland 
ǎǘŀƎŜŎƻŀŎƘΣ ŀ άǇǊŀƛǊƛŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƴŜǊΣέ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘǳŎƪ ǿŀƎƻƴΦ {ŀŘŘƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ .ǳŦŦŀƭƻ 
Bill used in his famous Wild West Shows. In addition to the artifacts, visitors can gain insight to life during 
the Western Frontier when they read about the grueling journey west through the diary entries of a 
Kansas woman, Helen McCowen Carpenter. 
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Figure 128: Gilman Historic Ranch 
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Jensen Alvarado Historic Ranch and Museum 
 
Approximate Acreage: 30.0 
Location: 4307 Briggs Street, Jurupa Valley, 
CA, 92509 
APN(s): 181160008, 181160009, 181160010, 
181160011, 181160012, 181160014, 
182333005  
Ownership: District 
Operator: District 
Status: Developed 

Façade of the Jensen Home 

 
Facilities: 

¶ Museum 

¶ Demonstrations 

¶ Tours 

¶ Historic Displays 

¶ Agricultural/livestock displays 

¶ Restrooms 
 
Hours: Open to the public Tuesday ς Friday 2:00pm ς 4:00pm, by appointment only. Now open ς 1st and 
оǊŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΩǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ млŀƳ-4pm. Activities 1st Saturday 11am-3pm. 
 
Fees: Yes 
 
Deficiencies: ADA issues at the House and Annex; Update Preservation Plan. 
 
Comments: Jensen Alvarado Historic Ranch and Museum is located in Riverside off of the 60 Freeway 
and Rubidoux Blvd. on a 30-acre site. The ranch was built by the retired sea captain Cornelius Jensen 
and wife Mercedes Alvarado. The park is a living example of ranch life from the 1870s to 1914. 
 
Tours are available of the preserved home, with furniture and utensils that belonged to the original 
owners still intact. The ranch features farm tools once used on the ranch, crops once tended to by the 
family, orange groves, a windmill, a tank house, a milk house, and an archeology table. The museum, 
ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƛƴŜǊȅΣ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΣ WŜƴǎŜƴΩǎ ǎŀŘŘƭŜΣ ǘƻƻƭǎΣ ŀ ōǳƎƎȅΣ ŀƴŘ 
other items related to the family.  
 
Group tours are available by appointment Monday through Friday by appointment only. Lead by 
interpreters in period-appropriate attire, demonstrations of tortilla and butter making, adobe brick 
making, ice cream cranking, scrub board and wringer laundry, weaving, and various farming techniques 
from the 19th century are offered to groups with reservations. 
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Figure 19: Jensen Alvarado Historic Ranch and Museum 
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Maze Stone Park 
Approximate Acreage: 6 
Location: From State Hwy 74, go north 3.2 mi 
on California Street. Immediately west-
northwest of the City of Hemet. 
APN(s): 432140013 
Ownership: District 
Operator: District 
Status: Closed to the general public. Access 
granted by appointment.

 
 
 
 

The Maze Stone 

 
Facilities: 

¶ Paved access road 

¶ Parking (controlled) 

¶ Deteriorated day-use area 
 
Topography: Rocky foothills 
 
Vegetation: Mixture of chaparral and sage scrub communities with ornamental trees planted around 
the stone itself. Mustard and non-native grasses have invaded the disturbed areas. The vegetation is 
recovering from wildfire. 
 
Comments: This area is dedicated to protection of the Maze Stone, a unique anthropological site. Once 
open to the public, it is now closed with a locked gate across the paved access road.  
 
Principal issues: Minor trash dumping and vandalism. The site is used as a party spot by local teens. 
 
Deficiencies: Possible transfer title or cooperative management agreement with local tribe, security 
issue, site utilities for any type of development or programming. 
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Figure 20: Maze Stone Park 

  
 



 

Page 48                                                               Comprehensive Parks, Resources and Recreation Service Plan  
 

Mockingbird Canyon Archeological Preserve 
Approximate Acreage: 30 
Location: Mockingbird Canyon, at the junction 
of Harley John Road and Mockingbird Canyon 
Road 
APN(s): 285350008 
Ownership: District 
Operator: District 
Status: Undeveloped. Closed to the general 
public. Controlled trail access. 

 
 

Mockingbird Canyon Petroglyphs 

 
Facilities/Program: 

¶ Equestrian area with trails 

¶ Projected cultural sites 
 
Topography: The bottomlands of Mockingbird Creek and the immediate slopes adjacent to it. 
 
Vegetation: Willow riparian scrub with scattered individuals of cottonwood and juniper. Adjacent slopes 
support Riversidian sage scrub. Non-native annual grasses and mustard have invaded the more 
disturbed areas such as along the trails. 
 
Comments: This area is dedicated to protection of several Native American petroglyphs carved into a 
rock outcrop next to the creek. It is used extensively by local equestrians, and hikers to a lesser degree.  
 
Principal issues: Minor illegal dumping, weed abatement, protection of unique features. Management 
program. 
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Figure 21: Mockingbird Canyon Archeological Preserve 
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San Timoteo Canyon Schoolhouse 

 

Approximate Acreage: 5 
Location: 1985 San Timoteo Canyon Road, 
Redlands, CA 92373 
APN(s): 413420005, 413420006 
Ownership: District 
Operator: District 
Status: Developed

San Timoteo School House 

 
Facilities: 

¶ Historic structure 
 
Hours: 1st Saturday and 3rd Saturday 10am-2pm 
 
Fees: Donations 
 
Deficiencies: None known 
 
Comments: The San Timoteo Schoolhouse was in use as a school until 1937. At that time, the San 
Timoteo School District was merged into the Beaumont School District, which in turn closed the outlying 
school. Students from San Timoteo Canyon were transported into Beaumont for schooling. From that 
point until the late 1980s, the schoolhouse was used for Sunday school purposes and for a community 
center. 
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Figure 23: San Timoteo Schoolhouse 
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Trujillo Adobe Park 

 

Approximate Acreage: 1 
Location: 3671 W Center St., Riverside, CA  
APN(s): 246082002, 27702022 (San Bernardino) 
Ownership: District 
Operator: District 
Status: Not open to the public

Structure built to preserve the Trujillo Adobe 

 
Facilities: 

¶ Historic structure 
 
Hours: Not open to the public. 
 
Fees: N/A 
 
Deficiencies: Economic Feasibility to be conducted in 2019. 
 
Comments: ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊǳƧƛƭƭƻ ŀŘƻōŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƛƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǇǊŜŘŀǘƛƴƎ wƛǾŜǊǎƛŘŜΩǎ 
founding in 1870 ς Agua Mansa and La Placita. The site was declared a state place of historic interest 
and county landmark in 1968. The Trujillo adobe sits inside a protective, plywood structure, behind a 
locked gate. The bronze plaque commemorating the site was stolen some years ago. Encroachments 
now jeopardize the site, as the area has been converted to light industry. The adobe has suffered the 
loss of its roof and one main wall. Shoring and bracing has been put in place to preserve the remaining 
building fabric. The Trujillo/Placita story is a Hispanic settlement story that encompasses both early 
county history and the history of the City of Riverside. 
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Figure 24: Trujillo Adobe Park 
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Asset Category: Open-Space 
 
Open Space 
Generally, assets classified as open-space are characterized by 
undeveloped or lightly developed lands, and are set aside for the 
protection of natural resources. Open-space lands may be preserved, 
enhanced, and restored in order to maintain or improve the natural, 
scenic, ecological, cultural, hydrological, or geologic values of the 
property. Open-space lands in Riverside County include any of the 
following: natural areas, wildlife and native plant habitat, important 
wetlands or watershed lands, stream corridors, low-impact activities, 
little or no land disturbance, and/or trails for non-motorized activities. 

 
The District owns and manages over 20 sites totaling more than 34,000 acres throughout the County as 
open space and the protection of natural resource values. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
  



 

 

Figure 25: Open Space Locations 

 



 

 

Box Springs Mountain Park 

 

Approximate Acreage: 2,329 
Location: The mountain immediately east of the 
City of Riverside and northwest of the City of 
Moreno Valley. 
APN(s): See Table 6  
Ownership: District and County of Riverside 
Operator: District 
Status: Managed Open Space, Day-use Tails

Box Springs Mountain Park 

 
Facilities: 

¶ Multi-use trails 

¶ Restrooms 

¶ Shade Pavilions 

¶ Trail Staging Area 

¶ Day-use area 
 
Topography: Steep-sided mountains and canyons. It also includes small alluvial aprons to these 
mountains on all sides. 
 
Vegetation: Primarily Riversidian sage scrub, with patches of chaparral. Some of the canyons support 
riparian vegetation consisting primarily of willows and mule fat. Much of the former sage scrub has been 
converted to non-native annual grasses and mustard by repeated wildfires.  
 
Comments: A large patch of semi-natural open space rapidly becoming surrounded by urban 
development. For the most part, these boundaries have already been built-out, with substantial 
connections to other natural open space areas only possible to the northeast. Used extensively for 
hiking and mountain biking. 
 
Principal issues: Illegal dumping, some OHV activities, weed abatement, repeated wildfires, endangered 
species present. 
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Figure 136: Box Springs Mountain Park 
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Bowes Property (No Photos Available) 
 
Approximate Acreage: 341 
Location: 9600 Cherry Avenue, Cherry Valley, CA 92223 
APN(s): 401210008, 401210009, 401250002, 401260001 
Ownership: District 
Operator: District 
Status: Managed Open Space 
 

Facilities: 

¶ Abandoned Ranch Structures (Identified for Removal) 
 
Topography: Rolling Foothills 
 
Vegetation: Chaparral, Sage, Non-Native Grassland  
 
Comments: Land-banked. 
 
Principal issues: Old ranch structures lack security; flash flooding, fires, urban encroachment, non-native 
species 
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5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ 
 
Approximate Acreage: 185 
Location: Approximately 2 kilometers west of 
Highway 62; about 8 kilometers north of 
Interstate 10 
APN(s): 667020007, 667020008, 667020002 
667020011, 667020013  
Ownership: District 
Operator: District 
Status: Managed Open Space

 
 
 

5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ 

 
Facilities: 

¶ No development planned 
 
Topography: Gently sloping, east-southeast-facing rocky alluvial surface, cut by two significant washes, 
descending from the eastern lip of Whitewater Canyon. Small raised areas separate the washes. 
 
Vegetation: Desert scrub dominated by creosote bush, brittle bush, cheesebush, and burrow weed. 
Mustard and some non-native annual grasses have invaded the site, and are becoming prominent.  
 
Comments: A substantial piece of natural Colorado Desert. Because of its relatively high altitude and 
proximity to the Mojave Desert, biodiversity appears high. Much of the surrounding lands are also in 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦ 5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻŀŎƘŜƭƭŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ aǳƭǘƛ-Species Habitat 
Conservation Plan. 
 
Principal issues: Minor OHV use, some minor illegal dumping, illegal upland bird hunting. 
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Figure 28: Devils Garden Preserve 
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Double Butte Park 
 Approximate Acreage: 580 

Location: 1 mile northwest of the community of 
Winchester, CA on Grand Ave. 
APN(s):  461040004, 461040005, 461040008, 
461050006, 461050007, 461050011,461110001 
Ownership: County of Riverside 
Operator: District 
Status: Managed Open Space and 
Capped/Sealed Landfill 

 
 
 
 
 

Double Butte Park 

 
Facilities: 

¶ Cultural sites 

¶ Wetlands 

¶ Abandoned 1.25 mile training track 

¶ Capped and sealed landfill (1/3 site) 

¶ Landfill monitoring station 
 
Topography: Steep-sided mountain and shoulder ridges with alluvial aprons and a small valley. Much of 
the southern and eastern areas of the property previously supported a sanitary land fill. 
 
Vegetation: Vegetation on the hills is primarily disturbed sage scrub dominated by California buckwheat 
and California sagebrush. This growth is sparse most likely due to repeated wildfires. Many of the lower 
areas now support non-native annual grasses and mustard. 
 
Comments: An island of open space in a rapidly developing area of the County. Substantial open space 
remains to the east and northeast. The site contains culturally sensitive resources, including pictographs. 
 
Principal issues: OHV trespass, illegal dumping, minor target shooting, weed abatement. 
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Figure 29: Double Butte Park 
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Dow and Oak Valley Property 

 
Left photo: Oak Valley. Right photo: Dow Property. 

 
Approximate Acreage: 227 
Location: Southwest Murrieta, just south of Tenaja Rd, between Corona Cala Camino and Calle De 
Mucho  
APN(s): 932140018, 932140019, 932150020, 932150021, 932150022, 932170010, 932170011, 
932210005, 932210006, 932210007    
Ownership: District 
Operator: District 
Status: Undeveloped 
 
Facilities: 

¶ None 
 
Topography: Moderately sloping hills sides with a few seasonal drainages. 
 
Vegetation: A mixture of Oak Woodland grassland and chaparral. 
 
Comments: Co-managed with The Nature Conservancy under easement. 
 
Principal issues: Illegal deer hunting and illegal marijuana cultivation. 
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Figure 140: Dow and Oak Valley Property 

  
  
































































































































































































































